
A SOUND
 INVESTMENT 
Leave the gift of music



At the SCO we believe that music can transform 
lives and communities, and our mission is to 
make incredible music accessible to as many 
people as possible.

Not everyone knows this, but the SCO is a charity 
and relies on the support of many individuals to 
survive. One of the most important ways you can 
help is by leaving a gift in your Will. 

After taking care of family and friends and any 
other favourite organisations, you will be amazed 
at what one final gift – whether big or small – can 
do for the SCO. 

Only 7% of people currently leave a bequest to 
a charity. With your generous help, we can make 
even more of a difference to the next generation 
of music lovers.

YOU CAN
MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

The SCO is like a family to 
me, and I have been uplifted 
by so many memorable 
performances and events. 
When I am no longer here, I 
want to do a little bit to help 
keep the Orchestra alive. 
That’s why I’m leaving a gift 
in my Will to the SCO, and I 
do it with the full support of 
my daughter who knows how 
much I love music and this 
Orchestra.

June Miller 
Patron and Subscriber



The late Judith Pickles was a regular 
attendee of SCO concerts and her  
gift of £5,000 enabled the SCO to  
plan with confidence the development 
of Dots and Lines, a creative workshop 
combining music, movement and  
visual art specially designed for 
nursery children. This programme 
now reaches many young children 
throughout Scotland.

She is a completely  
different child now. She  
was able to express herself. 
 
Nursery Teacher on Dots and Lines 

You may not know that without 
a number of recent legacies, the 
Orchestra would not have been 
able to undertake the recordings 
of the critically acclaimed Brahms 
Symphonies conducted by Robin 
Ticciati in 2017 or the more recent 
recording of Schubert’s Symphony  
No 9 with Maxim Emelyanychev.   
Such recordings are vital in ensuring 
the SCO and its artists can be heard  
all over the world.

This is an Orchestra that  
has long punched above  
its weight. 
 
The Guardian

When you leave a gift to the SCO, 
it will be invested in an endowment 
fund, so that your gift can be used 
in perpetuity. Money in this fund is 
invested carefully to provide the 
SCO with access to special support 
in times of need or to enable the SCO 
to undertake projects, recordings or 
tours it would otherwise not be able 
to do.

If you have a real passion for a 
particular aspect of our work, then 
you can leave a gift for the SCO to 
use for that purpose straight away 
or over several years. If you prefer 
this option, then a conversation with 
us is important so we have a clear 
understanding of your plans and 
can be certain that we will be able to 
carry out your wishes.

Part of a generous legacy received in 
2018 gave us the financial confidence 
to fund the delivery of a youth project 
in an area that had very limited 
access to such projects. Led by SCO 
musicians, young people took part in 
a creative process which opened their 
eyes to music-making and, at the same 
time, helped them develop important 
transferable skills.

To play great music you  
must keep your eyes on  
a distant star. 
 
Yehudi Menuhin

HOW
YOUR
GIFT
WILL 
BE
USED



We would be delighted to hear from you if you 
are considering remembering the SCO. It is also 
very easy to give a gift to the SCO in honour of a 
family member or friend who you know enjoyed 
the SCO and our music, and we would be happy  
to talk about the best way to do this.

For a confidential conversation, please get 
in touch with Lucinda Coulthard, Head of 
Development, on 0131 478 8364 or by email at 
lucinda.coulthard@sco.org.uk.

The SCO is a charity registered in Scotland 
SC015039. Gifts to charities are taken out of 
your estate before tax is calculated and can 
therefore reduce your Inheritance Tax liability.

We strongly recommend you consult a solicitor  
to ensure your Will is up to date, and that it 
accurately reflects your intentions. If you already 
have a Will, then it is very easy to add a codicil.

LEAVING
YOUR GIFT

Sharing my experience in  
this wonderful world of music 
while nurturing talent and 
creativity is one of the most 
important things for me in 
this profession. To work with 
young people is, in itself,  
a great privilege: we inspire 
each other. 
 
Adrian Bornet 
Sub-Principal Double Bass 



Pledging a gift to the SCO in 
my Will is the most efficient 
way for me to support this 
wonderful organisation, and 
the best possible way that I 
can continue to play my part 
for generations to come. 
 
J Douglas Home 
Patron and Subscriber
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